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Classical Arab Thought in Recent International Research
Dar al-Athar al-Islamiyah, Yarmouk, Kuwait City
May 2025, 26, 27 & 28

The study of classical Arabic thought has been particularly rich and
dynamic in recent years. Although each of the fields addressed (philosophy,
science, literature, theology, efc.) has undergone global changes since the
beginning of the twentieth century, the sheer number and diversity of these studies
is a phenomenon in itself, and its full dimension and scope must be considered.

This international conference, organized by the French Research Center of the
Arabian Peninsula (CEFREPA) and the French Institute for Islamic Studies (IFI), in
partnership with the National Council for Culture, Arts and Letters (NCCAL) and
Dér al-Athar al-Islkamiyah (DAI), aims to shed light on these transformations in the
study of ancient Arab thought. This includes not only critical editions, which have
benefited from new discoveries of texts and the study of manuscripts, but also
encyclopedic projects and work on library collections.

These dimensions by no means exhaust the content on which many researchers
and specialists are working, and we should add, for example, publications dealing
with the great classics of Arabic philosophy. Of course, it would be difficult to
bring together all those involved in the study of Arab thought, but the speakers
at the conference will undoubtedly help to present a complete picture to the
audience. As the conference program indicates, the invitation is extended not
only tfo renowned scholars, but also fo many young people who are working
on the heritage of Arab thought and its texts, and who are charting the future
development of these works in many fields.



PROGRAM

Day 1, May 26 2025: Dar al-Athar al-Islamiyah, Yarmouk

Opening:

9:00 Speech by Mrs Aisha AI-Mahmoud, General Secretary assistant of the cultural
department at NCCAL.

9:05 Speech by HE Mr. Olivier GAUVIN, French Ambassador to Kuwait

9:10 Speech by Dr. Pierre CAYE, Director of the Institut Francais d’lslamologie (IFl)
9:15 Speech by Dr. Makram ABBES, Director of the French Research Center of the
Arabian Peninsula (CEFREPA)

9:20 Speech by Dr. Reem al-Rudayni, Associate Proffessor of Islamic History,
University of Kuwait. President of the conference

Session 1: The Libraries and the preservation of the written heritage, Chairman: Dr.
P. CAYE

9:30 - 10:00 Salim DACCACHE (Rector of Saint Joseph University, Lebanon): “On
the occasion of its 150th anniversary, the pioneering role of the Oriental Library in
classical Arabic studies”

10:00-10:30 Jawdath JABBOUR (Researcher atthe CNRS, France): “The philosophical
manuscripfs in Arabic atf the Escorial Library”

10:30 -11:00 Teymour MOREL (Senior Research Associate at the University of
Geneva, Switzerland): “The New Version of the ABJAD Database for the description
of Arabic Manuscripts: An Overview”

11:00 - 11:30 Discussion & Break

Session 2: The study of ancient Arabic manuscripts, Chairman: Dr.Reem al-Rudayni

11:30-12:00 Yahya Abdullah Mohammad AL-KANDARI (Researcher at the Arabian
Horse Center, Kuwait): “The Other in Islamic Military Heritage”

12:00 - 12:30 Silvia DI VINCENZO (Associate Professor at Ca’ Foscari University of
Venice, ltaly): “Arabic Philosophy on the Margins: New Perspectives through the
Study of Arabic Philosophical Manuscripts and Their Marginal Annotations”

12:30 - 13:00 Maroun AOUAD (Director of Research at CNRS, France): “The
Didascalia in Rhetoricam Aristotelis ex glosa Alpharabii in the typology of Arabic
exegeses of Aristotle’s Rhetoric”

13:00 - 13:30 Discussion & Break

Session 3: Scientific discoveries: significance & perspectives, Chairman:
Dr. J. JABBOUR

13:30 - 14:00 Cineyt KAYA (Professor at Istanbul University, Turkey):
“Overshadowed, Yet Influential: New Findings on al-“Amir’s Legacy”

14:00 - 14:30 Imane-Hélene CHAMES-EDDINE (Researcher at Sorbonne University,
France) "“The Risdlat al-Tuffaha (Liber de Pomo): history of an Arabic exhortation
to philosophy”

14:30 - 15:30 Discussion & Lunch



Day 2 ; May 27 2025: Dar al-Athar al-Islamiyah, Yarmouk

Session 4 Renewing approaches, exploring new interpretations (Avicennian
Tradition), Moderator: Dr. F. BOUHAFA

9:00 - 9:30 Ulrich RUDOLPH (Professor emeritus at the University of Zurich,
Switzerland): “Avicenna’s Theory of Intellect in Other Contexts: case studies from
sufism and jurisprudence”

9:30 - 10:00 Ayman SHIHADEH (Professor at SOAS, University of London, United
Kingdom): “The Philosophical Project of Fakhr al-Din al-Raz"

10:00 - 10:30 Ibrahim BOURCHECHENE (Professor at Mohammed Bin Zayed
University for Humanities, Director of the Center for Philosophical Studies, AUE), “Ibn
Tufail and al-Junayd: From philological problems to philosophical questions”
10:30 - 11:00 Discussion & Break

Session 5 Renewing approaches, exploring new interpretations (Averroes’
Tradition), Moderator: Dr. M. ABBES

11:00 - 11:30 Mohamed MESBAHI (Professor at the Faculty of Arts at the Mohammed
V-Agdal University, Rabat, Morocco): “Rethinking the Meanings of Oneness
and Unity in the Light of Averroes’ discovery and edition of fragments of the
Metaphysics”

11:30 - 12:00 Feriel BOUHAFA (Professor at the Julius-Maximilians-UniversitGt
Wiirzburg, Germany): “lbn Rushd on the question of Providence™

12:00 - 12:30 Maryam AL SAYYED (Associate researcher at Ifpo in Amman, Jordan):
“"Averroes on Rheforic and Poetics: How Logic Shapes Public Morality”

12:30 - 13:00 Discussion & Break

Session 6: Contemporary interpretations of Arab thought legacy I, Chairman: Dr.
J. DUMAS

13:00 - 13:30 Nader EL-BBIZRI (Senior Research Fellow at the Warburg Institute
in London, United Kingdom): “Contemporary research on the epistemic and
intercultural significance of Ibn al-Haytham's Optics in studying the history of
science and the architectural arts”

13:30 - 14:00 Said Aly EBEAD ALY (Associate Professor at Mohamed Bin Zayed
University for Humanities, UAE): “Tolerance and pluralism from Classical fo
Contemporary Arab Thought”

14:00 - 14:30 Josep PUIG MONTADA (Professor at the University Complutense of
Madrid, Spain): “Hassan Hanafi and his interpretation of classical Arabic thought”
14:30 - 15:00 Discussion & Lunch



Day 3 ; May 28 2025: Dar al-Athar al-Islamiyah, Yarmouk

Session 7: Contemporary interpretations of Arab thought legacy Politics, Chairman:
Dr. U. RUDOLPH

9:00 - 9:30 Radwan Nayef EL SAYED (Dean of the Graduate Studies and Scientific
Research College, Mohamed Bin Zayed University for Humanities, UAE): “Are there
schools of ancient Islamic Political thought2”

9:30 - 10:00 Abdulaziz ALOTAIBI (University of Pennsylvania, USA): “Typologies of
Cities in Late Practical Wisdom”

10:00 - 10:30 Makram ABBES (Professor at ENS de Lyon, France & Director of
CEFREPA, Kuwait): “Aristotle’s Lefters to Alexander and the Formation of the
Classical Political Arab Thought”

10:30 - 11:00 Discussion & Break

11:00- 12:00 Conclusions & Recommendations



PARTICIPANTS BIOGRAPHIES & ABSTRACTS

Makram ABBES

Title: “Aristotle’s Letters to Alexander and the Crystallization of Ancient Arab
Political Thought.”

Abstract: Aristofle’s Letters to Alexander were translated in the Umayyad period
by Salim AbU al-’Al&’, according to the Fihrist. These letters represent the most
important early sources that inspired political thought among Arabs and Muslims
in the Medieval period. Along with Kalila and Dimna and the Testament of
Ardashir, which were also translated info Arabic around that time, they formed
the foundation of a fradition of writing and thinking about governance that
would soon become known as “adab sultaniyya”, or “*adab al-multk”. This talk will
highlight the issues raised by the available manuscripts of these letters, especially
their close yet distant relationship with the Secret of Secrets, which is also attributed
to Aristotle.

Biography: Dr. Makram ABBES, a professor at the Ecole Normale Supérieure in Lyon,
France, is currently the director of the French Research Center of the Arabian
Peninsula (CEFREPA). He specializes in political thought in Islam, particularly
"Mirrors for princes” literature and writings by philosophers such as Averroes and
al-Farabi on the perfect city. He also studies issues of war and peace, as well as the
relationship between religion and politics in Arab-Islamic civilization. Dr. ABBES’s
publications include Islam et politique & I'Gge classique, Paris, Presses Universitaires
de France, 2009 and al-Méawardi, De I’Ethique du Prince et du gouvernement de
I'Etat, translated from Arabic and preceded by an Essay on the Arts of Governing
in Islam, Paris, Les Belles Lettres, 2015. He recently edited with Marie-Céline Isaia,
Liberté de parole, Turnhout, Brepols, 2023.

Yahya Abdullah Mohammad AL-KANDARI

Title: “The Other in Islamic Military Heritage”

Abstract: Arab and Islamic sources are full of quotations and references to the
Byzantine, Greek and Persian heritage, and Arab and Muslim authors mentioned
a number of books and sources that they franslated and benefited fromin the field
of military studies, such as the book (The Order of Wars) by the Greek King Leon
of Sparta, and Aristofle’s On Animal, which was translated by lbn al-Batrig and
had a great influence on Arab natural science books. We also find Arab authors
of falconry books (bayzara) quoting Byzantine sources and pseudo-Aristotle’s
writings. All these translations and quotations show Arab scholars’ relations with
other nations and their dedication for examination, investigation, scrutiny, study,
and monitoring.

Biography: A researcher specialized in the history of equestrianism and manuscript
warfare heritage, Yahya AL-KANDARI works as a researcher af the Arabian Horse
Center in Kuwait, in the field of studies and research. He's interested in the author’s
copies of the manuscripts of the war heritage in the Ayyubid era. He edited The
epistle of genealogy of horses of the jurist Abd al-Rahman Al-Mubarak and the
Mamluk knight Muhammad ibn Menkali, his biography and his scientific warfare
works.



Abdelaziz ALOTAIBI

Title: “Typologies of citfies in the late practical wisdom”

Abstract: This paper examines how late medieval Islamic philosophers, especially
after Fakhr al-Din al-R&Zi (d. 1210), engaged with ideas akin to modern democracy,
though without using the term itself. It shows their familiarity with Greek political
thought through Arabic ferms like “government of the community.” The study
focuses on the Akhlag tradition, which identifies two forms of democracy: one
rooted in divine law and another, the "“Free City,” marked by equality.

The paper disputes claims of infellectual decline in late Islamic thought, showing
confinued engagement with intellectual activities. It calls for further study of
neglected texts to enrich our understanding of Islamic political theory. Ultimately, it
reveals a complex, evolving discourse on democracy in Islamic philosophy.
Biography: Abdelaziz ALOTAIBIis a doctoral researcherin the Department of Political
Science at the University of Pennsylvania. His research focuses on Islamic political
thought, ancient Greek philosophy, and comparative politics in the Middle East. He
received his Master of Philosophy degree from the University of Cambridge, where
he studied the birth of Islamic political thought. He holds a bachelor’'s degree in
political science from California State University-San Diego, where he graduated
with high honors, along with studies in classical Greek and Latin literature

Maryam AL SAYYED

Title: “Averroes on Rhetoric and Poetics: How Logic Shapes Public Morality”
Abstract: This paper examines Averroes’ treatment of Rhetoric and Poetics as logical
disciplines that confribute to the formation of public morality. By analyzing his
Middle Commentary on Aristotle’s Rhetoric and Middle Commentary on Aristofle’s
Poetics, it highlights how Averroes integrates rhetorical and poetical techniques
info a broader framework of ethical and political philosophy. The paper argues
that, for Averroes, these particular logical arts are not merely rational disciplines but
also practical instruments aimed at cultivating virfue and guiding collective morall
behavior within society.

Biography: Maryam A. Al-Sayyed is a Jordanian scholar specializing in philosophy,
Islamic studies, and the history of ideas. She holds a PhD from Ecole Pratique des
Hautes Etudes in Paris and two M.A. degrees from the University of Jordan. Her
academic work explores intersections of religion, ethics, and political philosophy,
with a particular focus on Averroes and John Rawls. She has contributed
fointernational conferences, published in reputable journals, and she currently
serves as an associate researcher at the Institut Francais du Proche-Orient (Ifpo),
Amman.



Said Aly EBEAD ALY

Title: “Tolerance and pluralism from Classical to Contemporary Arab Thought”
Abstract: The renewal of ethical discourse is one of the main pillars for promofting
the values of tolerance and coexistence in contemporary societies, especially in
light of the intellectual and social challenges posed by globalization and cultural
pluralism.

The paper aims fo demonstrate the importance of renewing ethical discourse,
which includes returning fo the purposes of the Law, and also emphasizes the need
to confront extremist interpretations that hinder the achievement of tolerance by
deconstructing exclusionary discourses and establishing the values of moderation
and centrism. The presentation also examined the possibilities to achieve peaceful
coexistence and peace, through the project of many contemporary thinkers.
Biography: Said Aly EBEAD ALY is Associate Professor of Philosophy at Mohamed
Bin Zayed University for Humanities - United Arab Emirates. He is a member of
the Egypftian Philosophical Society and a reviewer for several intellectual and
philosophical journals (World of Thought Magazine - National Council for Culture,
Arts and Letters, Journal of Philosophical Studies, Mohamed Bin Zayed University
for Humanities, Journal of the Faculty of Arts - Sultan Qaboos University). He is
interested in contemporary moral thought and the philosophy of values, and has
published several books and studies on Berfrand Russell and George
Santayana. Among his most recent publications is a book entitled Readings in Our
Current Thought, Alexandria, 2020.

Maroun AOUAD

Title: “The Didascalia in Rhetoricam Aristotelis ex glosa Alpharabii in the typology of
Arabic exegeses of Aristotle’s Rheforic”

Abstract: In the long Arabic tradifion of exegesis of Aristofle’s Rhetoric, an
important text preserved only in a Lafin translation is particularly little known:
the Didascalia in Rhetoricam Aristotelis ex glosa Alpharabii. Maroun Aouad and
Frédérique Woerther are in the process of republishing this text and, for the first
fime, translating it info modern language, with an introduction and index. In his
talk, Maroun Aouad will establish a typology of Arabic exegeses of the Rheforic
and show that the form taken by al-Farabi’'s commentary is unique.

Biography: Maroun Aouad is Director of Research at CNRS (France), and
International Affairs Advisor at IFl. He leads several major projects on Arabic
language philosophical manuscripts and has discovered important unknown
fexts, such as Averroes’ Middle Commentary on Aristofle’s Metaphysics. He
has been a visiting scholar at many foreign institfutions, including the Insfitute
for Advanced Study (Princeton), the Library of Congress (Washington) and the
University of Geneva. He has won several awards, including the Kuwait Foundation
for the Advancement of Sciences. Author of numerous articles and books, his
works include: Averroes’ Middle Commentary on Aristofle’s Metaphysics. Critical
Edition of the Arabic Version, French Translation and English Introduction, with
the collaboration of Silvia Di Vincenzo and Hamidé Fadlallah; Commentaire
moyen a la ** Rhétorique™ d'Aristote. Critical edition of the Arabic text and French
translation, 3 vols; Le Livre de la Rhétorique by the philosopher and physician lbon
TumlUs, critical edition of the Arabic text and French franslation.



Feriel BOUHAFA

Title: “lbn Rushd on the question of Providence”

Abstract: Inthis presentation, based on hernew booklbn Rushd’s Moral Philosophy in
Islam, Feriel BOUHAFA focuses on the discussion of the nature of the relationship
between God and the universe in Arabic philosophy and specifically examine
Ibn Rushd's defense of the doctrine of providence and his criticism of argument
from contingency (Dalil al-Jawa@z). Under this prism, she proposes that lbn Rushd’s
criticism does not merely expose a tension between Kaldm and philosophy but
rather stems from lbn Rushd's major concern about the moral foundation of the
universe based on divine care. To this end, Ibn Rushd consolidates the need for
the study of the universe as the most noble form of worship of God which also
tallies with the natural inclination of all people to gratify the perfect benefactor as
revealed in the scripture. In so doing, the presentatfion proposes a new perspective
on Ibn Rushd’s philosophy, which foregrounds his moral project for Islam.
Biography: Feriel Bouhafa is a scholar of Arabic/Islamic philosophy with a focus on
moral philosophy in medieval thought. After receiving her Ph.D. from Georgetown
University in 2016, she took fellowships at Harvard Centre of Middle Eastern Studies
inthe US, the Orient Institute in Beirut in Lebanon, and the Albert-Ludwigs-Universitat
Freiburg in Germany. Later, she joined the Faculty of Divinity at the University of
Cambridge where she served as a lecturer (2017-2020) and then held the position
of senior research associate (2020-2021). Since October 2021, She has been
appointed as the junior professor for Islamic and Arabic studies (tenure-track) af
the Julius-Maximilians-Universitat Wuorzburg.

Brahim BOURCHACHENE

Title: “lbn Tufayl and al-Junayd: From philological problems to philosophical
questions”

Abstract: The presentation deals with the question of Abu Bakr Ibn Tufayl's
relationship with Abu al-Qasim al-Junayd, a question of a special kind, which
could be called a philological question; by this question we mean the tension
between the manuscripts of the story of Hayy ibn Yagzaan, where in some of them
we find the mention of al-Junayd’s name, while in others al-Junayd’s name is not
mentioned.

The hypothesis we defend is that lon Tufayl’'s experience is a complement to al-
Junayd’s experience and an opening to new horizons; an experience declared
by the Andalusian but concealed by al-Junayd. Ibn Tufayl reached it through
the theoretical path, and al-Junayd reached it through the non-theoretical
philosophical path, because he was a mystic and Ibn Tufayl was an Eastern
philosopher. However, the two experiences have a common purpose and are
fenced by almost identical boundaries.

Biography: Ibrahim BOURCHACHENE is Professor of Higher Education at Mohamed
Bin Zayed University for Humanities, Director of the Center for Philosophical Studies,
and holds a PhD from Mohammed V University in Rabat. Among his publications:
With Ibn Tufayl in his Philosophical Experience, Jurisprudence and Philosophy in Ibn
Rushd’ Discourse, Problems in Islamic Philosophy and Other Questions.



Imane-Héléne CHAMES-EDDINE

Title: “The Risalat al-Tuffaha (Liber de Pomo): History of an Arabic exhortation to
philosophy”

Abstract: The Risdlat al-Tuffé@ha is a dialogue that imitates Plato’s Phaedo by
featuring Aristotle on his deathbed, conversing with his disciples while holding an
apple. He shows them that deathis not to be feared and that philosophy (al-falsafa)
is the only way that leads to perfection. We hypothesize that this text preserves the
frace of an ancient meaning of falsafa in Arabic, prior to the appearance of the
first philosophical works written in Arabic.

Biography: In March 2025, Imane-Héléne Chames-Eddine defended a thesis
in Arabic studies at Sorbonne University devoted to the Risdlat al-Tuffé@ha and
including a critical edition of the fext. She collaborates in the research of the
PhASIF program on manuscripts of Arabic philosophy.

Salim DACCACHE

Title: “On the occasion of its 150th anniversary, the pioneering role of the Oriental
Library in classical Arabic studies”

Abstract: Founded in 1843 by al-Ghaziri for an initial collection dominated
by history and archaeology, then fransferred to Beirut at the same time as the
founding of Saint Joseph's University in 1875, the Oriental Library establish itself as
one of the major centers of scholarly Orientalism in the Near East. It is a benchmark
institution in the field of classical Arabic studies, thanks to the richness and diversity
of its collections, which include over 3,800 manuscripts in Arabic, Syriac, Ottoman,
Armenian and Persian, as well as an exceptional collection of periodicals, early
prinfed works and rare documents. Through their scientific work, many scholars
consolidated the role of the Oriental Library in the conservation, publication and
dissemination of Arab and Oriental textual heritage, making it a privileged place
for the fransmission of knowledge and dialogue between Eastern and Western
intellectual traditions. Will this library continue to serve classical Arabic studies in
the digital age?

Biography: Salim Daccache holds a doctorate in Lettres-Philosophie on the
Muslim kalam in the 10th century from the Université Panthéon-Sorbonne | and a
doctorate in Sciences de I'Education on educational pluralism in Lebanon from
the Université de Strasbourg.

He has been Rector of the Université Saint-Joseph de Beyrouth since 2012, after
having been Dean of the Faculty of Religious Sciences since September 2009 and
Director of the Institut des Lettres orientales since September 2010. He is editor-
in-chief of the centenary Arabic cultural magazine al-Machrig and the author
of several books and publications, including Le probléme de la création dans le
Kalédm d'Abu Mansur al Maturidi and Pluralisme, citoyenneté et vivre ensemble
au Liban.



Silvia DI VINCENZO

Title: “Arabic Philosophy on the Margins: New Perspectives through the Study of
Arabic Philosophical Manuscripts and Their Marginal Annotations”

Abstract: Confrary to the popular belief that philosophy in Arabic declined around
the 12th century, the study of classic texts has actually thrived in forms that are
largely unexplored. Arabic philosophical manuscripts present a wealth of textual
and visual annotations by students, teachers, and individual scholars who have kept
selecting, manually copying, teaching, and studying philosophical texts unfil the
19" century. Well after the printing revolution, the margins of manuscripts served
across the Arabo-Islamic world as material platforms for this choral philosophical
enterprise. The ERC Starting Grant Project, “The Uncharted Margins of Philosophy”
(UnMaP), seeks to bring those confributions from the margins of manuscripts into
the forefront of philosophical discourse. This presentation will showcase some
case studies from the manuscripts of Avicenna's (lbn Sind, d. 427H/ 1037 CE)
most comprehensive philosophical work, The Book of Healing (Kitadb al-Shifé’),
particularly from the section on logic. These examples will offer valuable insights
into the scholarly debates and school discussions that shaped the interpretation
of this key text.

Biography: Silvia Di Vincenzo obtained a double PhD in Philosophy from the Scuola
Normale Superiore of Pisa and in Arabic Studies from the Ecole Pratique des Hautes
Etudes in Paris in 2018. Her research focuses on the reinterpretation of Aristotelian
logic within the Arabic fradition, as well as its reception in Medieval Europe, with
a particular emphasis on the discipline’s marginal areas and its intersections with
other sciences. Her methodology combines the conceptual analysis of texts with
the study of their material transmission through ancient and medieval manuscripts.
As of March 1, 2025, she is an Associate Professor of History of Medieval Philosophy
at Ca’ Foscari University of Venice and Principal Investigator of the ERC Starting
Grant 2024 project, “The Uncharted Margins of Philosophy: An Al-Enhanced
Material History of Arabic Logic Across Time (12th-19th c.) and Frontiers (from Spain
to India)” (UnMaP).

Nader EL-BIZRI

Title: *Contemporary research on the epistemic and intercultural significance of
Ion al-Haytham's Optics in studying the history of science and the architectural
arts”

Abstract: This talk explores the state of affairs of research on the epistemic and
intercultural significance of the Book of Optics (Kitdb al-Manaézir) of the Arab
polymath al-Hasan Ibn al-Haytham (Alhazen, d. ca. 1040 CE) in studying the
history of the exact sciences and the architectural arts. This line of inquiry focuses
on the scientific impact of his optical research in mathematizing physics and its
grounding on experimentation, while also taking into account its application
in the establishment of novel technical methods in the pictorial arts of visual
representation and architectural design. This confluence of the arts and sciences
was embodied in the adaptive assimilation and reception of lbn al-Haytham’s
perspectiva oeuvre in Europe from the High Middle Ages, through the Italian
Renaissance, and up until the early-modern epoch, with scholarly investigations of
his legacy that remain impactful in our contemporary period.



Radwan Nayef EL SAYED

Title: “Are there schools of ancient Islamic political thoughte”

Abstract: There are several major trends in political thought, including the writings
of the Mirrors for princes, the works of philosophers, the works of jurists, and the
owners of the Diwan on state institutions (Diwan-s of the Ministry, Khardj, Sadagat,
Post, Grievances, etc.). The presentation raises the question of calling each of
these currents a “school” and categorizes them according fo their premises and
intellectual methodologies.

Biography: Radwan EL SAYED is the Dean of Graduate Studies at the Mohamed
Bin Zayed University for Humanities in Abu Dhabi and has been Professor of Islamic
Studies in the Faculty of Arts, Department of Philosophy, Lebanese University, since
1978. He has served as Director of the Institute for Arab Development in Beirut
(1982-1985), Editor-in-Chief of the monthly journal Arab Thought (1979-1985),
Director of the Institute for Islamic Studies (1985-1988, 1994-2000), and Co-Editor-in-
Chief of the quarterly journal Al-litihad (1988-2004). He has been a visiting professor
at a number of Western universities, including Salzburg, Austria (1994): Harvard,
Center for Middle Eastern Studies (1993, 1997), Chicago (1994, 1995, 1996, 1997).
Harvard Law School (2002), and Marburg, Germany (2003).

Since the late 1970s, his studies have focused on Arab cultural history, ancient and
modern Islamic jurisprudence, and ancient and modern Islamic political thought.
He is the author of several books, the most important of which are: The Nation,
Community, and Authority (1984), The German Orientalists (2007), and The Arab
Heritage in the Present (2014). He edited many manuscripts of Mirrors for princes
like: The Lion and the Diver (1997, 2012) and The Laws of the Ministry and the Politics
of the King by al-M&wardi (1979, 1993).

Jawdath JABBOUR

Title: “The philosophical manuscripts in Arabic at the Escorial Library”

Abstract: The library of the Escorial in Spain is one of the most important collections
of Arabic philosophical manuscripts in the world. It is also the heir to an eventful
history, from the European Renaissance in the 16th century, to the capture of the
Saadian library in the 17th century, to its fire in the 18th century, which saw a large
number of precious manuscripts go up in smoke. The library’s history has made it
a special archeological field, as the study of its holdings enables us to trace the
interests of the various players in its history. Following on from an article published
in 2021, and in the run-up fo the catalog of philosophical manuscripts in this library
that | am preparing, my paper will seek to show, through the richness of this library,
the way in which it provides us with information on interests in philosophy in 16th-
century Spanish Morocco.

Biography: Jawdath Jabbour is a researcher at the CNRS (TDMAM, UMR 7297),
and specializes in medieval Arab philosophy. His research focuses mainly on the
philosopher al Farabi (872-950), the relationship between philosophy and medicine
in the Middle Ages, and philosophical reactions to the reception of Galen in
the Arab-lslamic world. He also works on codicology and the history of Arab
philosophical manuscripts. He is the coordinator of the project “Between faith and
reason: Philosophy, theology and mysticism in the Muslim West” (Research grant
for Islamology of Excellence from the Institut Francais d’Islamologie).



Cineyt KAYA

Title: “Overshadowed, Yet Influential: New Findings on al-‘Amir’s Legacy”
Abstract: In the modern historiography of Islamic philosophy, AbG I-Hasan al-
‘Amir’ (d. 381/992) is positioned as a representative of the school of al-Kindf (d. ca.
252/866). Classical bio-bibliographical sources on al-Amir’s life are silent, and the
circulation of his works has remained very limited, with only unique copy of most of
his works surviving to the present day. The aim of this paper is to show that al-‘Amiri,
although an overshadowed figure, was nevertheless influential, by examining a
relatively late example, namely his influence on Mulld Kadrd (d. 1050/1641).
Biography: M. CUneyt Kaya is Professor of Islamic Philosophy at Istanbul University.
His research focus on Ibn Sind, his contemporaries including al-Amiri’ Ibn Hind0,
and lbn Sind’s effects on later intellectuals, parficularly on al-Ghazdli. He is the
author of Being and Confingency: The History of Contingency from Aristotle to Ibn
Sin& (2011, in Turkish), and The One and the Many: God and World in the Philosophy
of al-“Amir’” (2017, in Turkish). He is the co-editor of the Philosophy of Religion in
Islam: A Reader of Classical Sources (2025).

Mohamed MESBAHI

Title: “Rethinking the Meanings of Oneness and Unity in the Light of lbn Rushd'’s
Discovery”

Abstract: Averroes distinguished between the categorial and the separated
worlds, between the natural and the metaphysical worlds, but unlike Avicenna,
who argued that existence and unity are incidental to the self, Averroes proved
that existence and unity are subjective attributes of the objects of the natural world.
In other words, did the chapters of the Commentary of Metaphysics devoted to
address the question of the substance retain the subjective relation of existence
and unity to existents, or did they abandon it in favor of a contingent relation? In
other words, did the discourse on substance maintain the unity of existence and
the self only for metaphysical beings, where the "what is” is the same as the "what
is”, while proving the otherness and confingency of existence and self?¢ Did the
distinction between a “composite substance” of matter and image and a “simple
substance” (of image only) resolve the issue of subjectivity and intersubjectivity
between what a thing is and what it is, between a thing’s existence and its reality2
We will examine these questions by comparing the chapters devoted o substance
in the Summary, short and long Commentaries of the Metaphysics.

Biography: Mohamed Mesbahiis a professor of higher educationin the Department
of Philosophy of the Faculty of Arts of the Mohammed V-Agdal University, in
Rabat. He previously taught at the Sidi Mohamed Ben Abdallah University of Fez
(1977-1982) and has been a visiting professor in Arab and European countries. He
published several books and articles on Arabic philosophy, especially on Averroes.
Amon his latest publications: The Philosophy of the Imagination in Arab-Islamic
Thought, (Beirut, 2025), On Truth and Justice in Averroes and Amartya Sen, (Italy,
2024) and For the Renewal of the Islamic Enlightenment, (Rabat, 2024).



Josep PUIG MONTADA

Title: *Hassan Hanafi reading of classical Arabic philosophy (1935-2021)"

Abstract: In the final section of his posthumous work From Transmission to Creation,
Hassan Hanafi expresses his dissatisfaction with those who have sought influences
from European philosophy in his work, mentioning phenomenology in particular.
He deplores the fact that Western thought is always placed at the center, while
Arab thought is relegated to the extremes, and reminds us that there was a time
when the East was the center and the West the periphery.

The main text to be considered here must be the third volume of his From
Transmission to Creation series in which classical Arabic philosophy is integrated,
and we will show Hasan Hanafi's treatment of it. However, the results may not
meet the expectations placed on his interpretation of Arabic philosophy in this
reconstruction project.

Biography: Josep Puig Montada has been a professor at the Universities of
Barcelona and Madrid, as well as a researcher and visiting professor at universities
in the Arab world, the USA and Europe. His research in medieval philosophy has
focused on Averroes, Avempace, Maimonides and other thinkers. In contemporary
Arab philosophy, he has worked mainly on Hassan Hanafi.

Teymour MOREL

Title: “The New Version of the ABJAD Database for the Description of Arabic
Manuscripts: An Overview”

Abstract: Developed by the PhiC and PhASIF research programs, the ABJAD online
database is a tool in the field of digital humanities in Arabic manuscript studies.
It offers a comprehensive and systematic approach to describing manuscripts
through their history, textual content, and codicological aspects. It also allows
users to explore the validated data via an advanced, open-data multi-criteria
search system. These features are particularly useful for tasks like reconstructing
text corpora, analyzing their fransmission, discovering unknown copies of specific
works, cataloging manuscript collections, and more. ABJAD has been undergoing
a major revamp for several years now, and this presentation will introduce its latest
version, which is nearing completion.

Biography: Teymour Morel (Ph.D. 2018, University of Geneva & EPHE, Paris) is a
Swiss National Science Foundation “Ambizione” candidate and a Senior Research
Associate at the University of Geneva. He has been a collaborator of the PhiC and
the PhASIF programs since their beginnings. Since 2021, he has been overseeing
the revamp of the ABJAD online database. His areas of expertise include the
critical edition of Arabic texts extant in numerous copies and the circulation of the
philosophical corpus of Averroes, As‘ad al-Yanyawi, and al-Talawi.



Ulrich RUDOLPH

Title: “Avicenna’s Theory of Intellect in Other Contexts: case studies from sufism
and jurisprudence”

Abstract: Avicenna's theory of the human intellect famously had a great impact
on later philosophers. What is less known, however, is the fact that it also influenced
authors outside philosophical circles who thought about human cognitive abilities
in other contexts. In my paper, | will present two examples, one from Sufism (Ab0
H&mid al-Ghazdali, d. 505/1111, commented by Murtad& al-Zabidi, d. 1205/1791)
and one from Islamic jurisprudence (Mullé Khusraw, d. 880/1480-1). Both confirm
that Avicenna'’s influence on Islamic culture was extraordinarily broad and lasted
for many centuries.

Biography: Ulrich Rudolph is Professor emeritus of Islamic Studies at the University of
Zurich. He has held positions at the Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes (Paris) and
the University of Gottingen and has been a visiting scholar in Aix-en-Provence,
Balamand, Berkeley, Jerusalem and TUbingen. His primary areas of interest are the
history of philosophy in the Islamic world and Islamic theology. He is the editor of
the book series Philosophy in the Islamic World published in German, English and
Arabic.

Ayman SHIHADEH

Title: “Fakhr al-Din al-R&z’s Philosophical Project”

Abstract: The aims of this paper are twofold. First and foremost, it will undertake a
synchronic-cum-diachronic examination of al-R&zi's philosophical project through
both his major philosophical works (especially, al-Mabd&hith al-mashrigiyya, Sharh
al-Isharat, the Mulakhkhas and Sharh ‘Uy0On al-hikma) and his theological works
with a focus on the dynamics between theology and philosophy in those works.
Second, it will set this project in the context of earlier and contemporary philosophy
and theology, particularly Avicenna, al-Ghazali, AbJ I-Barakét al-Baghddadi, Sharaf
al-Din al-Mas‘0di, Ibn Ghaylén al-Balkhi and philosophers whom we may describe
as fraditional Avicennists.

The paper will consider broader questions concerning al-Razi's motives for
philosophical enquiry and his method of investigation, including the manner
of his engagement with earlier and contemporary thought, most importantly
Avicennan philosophy. Aftention will also be given to his innovative later works,
which in certain respects straddle both disciplines, in particular the Muhassal and
his unfinished work of philosophical theology al-Matdlib al-‘aliya.

Biography: Ayman Shihadeh (DPhil Oxford) is Professor of the Intellectual History
of the Islamic World at SOAS University of London. He is the Head of the School
of History, Religions and Philosophies, Editor-in-Chief of the Bulletin of SOAS, Editor
at the Encyclopaedia of Islam, and History Panel member in the UK Research
Excellence Framework. He has published extensively on the history of philosophy
and religious thought and the broader intellectual history of the premodern Islamic
world.
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