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A Note on Style

I have tried to keep my book as reader friendly as possible: pre-modern texts
are given in English translation; transliterated passages are adduced some-
what sparingly. The idea in this is to present the evidence and arguments
of this book in plain English and in a way that would make the book read-
able for scholars, students, and others with backgrounds in different academic
disciplines. The Bible citations are given in accordance with the NRSV transla-
tion. The Talmud is given in the translation from Sefaria (https://www.sefaria
.org/). The Qur’anic passages are given in an English rendering of my own. I
have, however, often consulted the English translation by M.A.S. Abdel Haleem
and am often indebted to him. I have also used the Finnish translation of the
Quran by Jaakko Hdmeen-Anttila, which has affected my renderings signifi-
cantly. The translations of other texts (from Arabic and other languages) are
also my own if I do not specifically mention where the translation is taken
from.

The reader should note that, in the case of Safaitic and Sabaic inscrip-
tions, for example, it is often impossible to give the vocalizations of the per-
sonal names present in them with any certainty. Because of this, personal
names sometimes appear as consonants only, as “dmd” or the like. Translit-
erations of Sabaic, Safaitic, and Nabataean Aramaic inscriptions follow the
conventions of the respective fields, which differ somewhat from how Ara-
bic is transliterated in this book. I should also remark that, because of the
meter, Arabic poems are often transliterated in full vocalization, in contrast to
prose: in the latter case, the case endings are not given, as is common in the
field.

Since this work deals with a rather large number of themes which are
usually seen as rather distinct but which, I argue, should be understood as
interlinked, I have been somewhat restricted in giving references to the exist-
ing scholarship, favoring recent studies to the exclusion of older ones. The
bibliography of the work is already rather long and would have been even
more outsized if I had included more copious notes and discussion of earlier
works.
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FIGURE 1  The map of the localities mentioned in the book
THE MAP WAS DRAWN BY NORA FABRITIUS; USED WITH PERMISSION
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